ARCS Application Guidance
The Phoenix ARCS Chapter supports students from ASU, NAU and UA; therefore, selection for an ARCS Fellowship is a highly competitive process. Often the applicants are matched to the specific interests of the donor family. To help you connect with your audience and increase your likelihood of being selected, we have provided the following guidance to completing sections A-E of the application.
A. What are your career goals? Why?
a. 200 word limit
b. Write about your academic journey and how it has led to this career goal
c. This is an opportunity to connect your future aspirations with the ARCS members deciding who to select. They want to feature you as an alum one day!
B. Provide a brief student profile that includes undergraduate and graduate school degrees, current research, and any other relevant information. This information will be used for the ARCS® Awards Dinner program should you receive an award. Please note that honors and awards should be listed in sections 6 and 7.
a. Recommended 2-3 sentences
b. The recommended approach to this question, is to write an introduction of yourself as if you were a seminar speaker.
c. Another approach is to write a website biography of yourself.
C. Briefly describe in layman’s terms how your research will impact and contribute to science, technology, education and the benefit of humanity.
a. 300 word limit, but strive for 150 words
b. Provide a broad description of your research area (one sentence) and connect it to why the general public should care about it (1-2 sentences). 
c. If your dissertation goals are all met, what will be better?
d. This is very similar to a 30 second elevator pitch
e. Create a draft and gather lots of feedback from a broad range of audiences
D. Write a brief essay describing your current research. If applicable, include methods, materials and findings. If you are an ARCS Scholar who is being re-nominated, indicate research findings obtained since your last award. Please define any scientific terms to facilitate understanding by review committee. Section D continues on to the next page.
a. 600 word limit; a good framework is to approach this question like writing a specific aims page.
b. 1st describe the relevance of the overall scientific area. What is the gap in knowledge your project is addressing?
c. 2nd describe 1-2 key results you have discovered; some methodology to help the reader understand is fine but don’t go overboard. 
d. 3rd describe future work that stems from these key results
e. 4th describe with the impact these discoveries will have on the scientific community and how this research training brings you closer to your career goals. If you are a returning ARCS scholar highlight the research progress you have made in the last year.
f. 5th close with why the general public should care about your new discoveries. 
E. Describe any significant academic milestones remaining, including coursework, qualifying/comprehensive exams, thesis/dissertation proposal and defense. How will this ARCS Scholar Award help you to complete your graduate degree?
a. Provide the bottom line up front: I have X milestones remaining which should require Z years to complete. 
b. Then convey how this award will help you make the above sentence come to fruition
c. Lastly add more details on the specific milestones left to complete.
