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A.  PHD CORE COURSE REQUIREMENTS  

[Jump back to TOC] 

 

A total of 7 or 8 courses from the following lists are needed to fulfill a student's core course requirements.   

 

Group I:  Select 2 courses from the following (3 units each): 

▪ OPTI 503A: Mathematical Methods for Optics and Photonics 

▪ OPTI 508: Probability and Statistics in Optics 

▪ OPTI 512R: Linear Systems, Fourier Transforms 

▪ OPTI 570: Quantum Mechanics 

▪ Certain advanced OPTI courses or broad mathematically-heavy non-OPTI courses may be 

approved by the Associate Dean for Graduate Academic Affairs 

 

Group II:  Select 1 course per numbered topics 1-6.   

• Students who take OPTI 511R will not need OPTI 541A (Topic 5) 

• Topic 6 will not appear on the Qualifying Exam 

 
1. Electromagnetic Waves 

▪ OPTI 501: Electromagnetic Waves 

2. Geometrical Optics 

▪ OPTI 502: Optical Design and Instrumentation 

3. Quantum Optics 

▪ OPTI 511R: Optical Physics and Lasers (prerequisite: OPTI 501 strongly 

recommended) OR 

▪ OPTI 544: Foundations of Quantum Optics (prerequisites: OPTI 570, OPTI 501)  

4. Physical Optics 

▪ OPTI 505R: Diffraction and Interferometry (prerequisites: OPTI 501 and OPTI 

512R; OPTI 570 will partially satisfy the prerequisites)  

5. Introduction to Lasers (testable on qualifying exam beginning August 2025) 

▪ OPTI 541A: Introduction to Laser Physics (1 unit.)  Not required for students have 

taken OPTI 511R or who took OPTI 544 prior to Spring 2023.  OPTI 541A is 

identical to the last ~5 weeks of OPTI 511R. 

6.  Solid-State Optics (not on qualifying exam) 

▪ OPTI 507: Solid-State Optics (prerequisite: OPTI 511R or OPTI 570) OR 

▪ OPTI 537: Imaging Physics and Devices (prerequisites: OPTI 501; OPTI 511R 

strongly recommended) 
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	• Bursar's Office Student accounts, questions about tuition payments, etc. University Services Building, Room 104; 520-621-3232
	• Campus Health Check-ups, pharmacy, psychological services, etc. Highland Commons, 1224 E. Lowell St. (northwest corner of Highland and 6th Street); 520-621-6490
	• Career Services Career counseling, job postings, interview skills and resume writing. Student Union Memorial Center, Room 411; 520-621-4224; careerservices@arizona.edu
	• CAPS Counseling and Psychological Services offering counseling to students to help them cope with personal and family problems. Licensed professionals provide treatment for anxiety, depression, relationship difficulties, family problems, food and bo...
	• Child Care and Family Resources Provides consultation appointments to assess needs and issues, customized referrals, sick child and emergency back-up care, elder care, financial assistance, etc.
	• Curriculum and Registration Class registration, grades, transcripts, forms and policies. Administration Building, Room 210; 520-621-3113; reghelp@arizona.edu
	• Disability Resource Center Facilitates full access for disabled students, faculty, staff, and visitors through the provision of reasonable accommodations, adaptive athletic and fitness programs, assistive technology, etc. 1540 East 2nd Street; 520-6...
	• Graduate College The Graduate College monitors academic accomplishments, assures that University and Arizona Board of Regents degree requirements are met, assists in obtaining correct forms and signatures, and files exam results to keep students on ...
	• Financial Aid Office Student loans and work study. Administration Building, Room 203; 520-621-1858; askaid@arizona.edu
	• International Student Services Represents and advocates for international students; liaisons with academic and other departments as well as state, federal and foreign agencies; provides immigration and tax advising. 615 N. Park Ave, room 120; 520-62...
	• Motorist Assistance Program Assists with vehicle issues including jump-starts, flat tires and keys accidentally locked in cars; provided free by Parking and Transportation Services. 520-621-AUTO
	• Off-Campus Housing Provides weekly updated off-campus housing, roommate notices and Tucson utility contact information.
	• Ombuds Program Help students deal with problems they might have with the University; provides informal means of problem resolution in cases of University-related and inter-personal disputes.  Related: The Graduate College website states the Graduate...
	• Child Care Subsidies and Family Friendly Information The Graduate College is dedicated to promoting and strengthening family relationships.  Many resources have been designed to help graduate students balance and manage family, work, and school.  Th...
	• Parking and Transportation Services Provides parking options and promotes transportation alternatives and shuttle routes.
	• Residency Classification Provides instructions for obtaining Arizona residency for tuition purposes. Education Building, Room 122; 520-621-3636
	• Strategic Alternative Learning Techniques Center Provides enhanced, for-fee services for students with documented learning disabilities. 1010 North Highland Avenue; 520-621-1242
	• Survivor Support Services Individualized support to survivors of violence, harassment, and abuse. Works to reduce campus incidences of sexual assault and relationship violence. Old Main, Room 228; 520-626-2051; survivoradvocacy@arizona.edu
	• UA Police Department 1852 East First Street; 520-621-8273; for emergencies dial or text 911
	• Women & Gender Resource Center Organization devoted to providing resources and information about gender and women's issues. Located among the ASUA offices, 3rd floor of the Student Union next to the bookstore; 520-621-3919
	• Veterans Education and Transition Services Offers information and services related to the Montgomery GI Bill benefits from the Department of Veteran Affairs.  Administration Building, Room 313; 520-621-9501
	II.  GENERAL INFORMATION: ALL GRADUATE STUDENTS, MULTIPLE OSC PROGRAMS [Jump back to TOC]
	A. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY [Jump back to TOC]
	Integrity is expected of every student in all academic work. The guiding principle of academic integrity is that a student's submitted work must be the student's own. This principle is furthered by the student Code of Conduct and disciplinary procedur...
	B. BUILDING KEYS AND KEYLESS BUILDING ENTRY [Jump back to TOC]
	New OSC graduate students will be provided with CatCardaccess to the Meinel Building. After obtaining your CatCard and enrolling in courses you will need to complete a key request form and submit it using the instructions provided on the form. For lab...
	C. BURSAR'S OFFICE [Jump back to TOC]
	The Bursar's Office at the University of Arizona is responsible for providing student account information; receiving payments for tuition, registration fees and miscellaneous campus charges; collection of delinquent accounts; and delivering refunds an...
	The University of Arizona offers a tuition payment plan for fall and spring semesters.
	Note: To avoid repaying the tuition waiver, registration deduction and student health insurance premium for a semester in which a student resigns their research or teaching assistantship position, the student must officially graduate prior to resignin...
	D. CATCARD [Jump back to TOC]
	The CatCard is the single, common and recognizable identification card for people who are affiliated with the University of Arizona. Amongst other uses, it is required to obtain keyless Meinel Building entry. In addition, the CatCard is used for: iden...
	E. CHANGE OF CLASS SCHEDULE: DROPPING AND ADDING UNITS [Jump back to TOC]
	To make changes to their semester schedule by adding or dropping a class, students must complete a change of schedule form. However, changes such as switching to an audit or dropping a course to replace it with another course or dissertation units may...
	Audited courses do not meet enrollment requirements for students receiving funding, or other UA or OSC enrollment requirements related to maintaining satisfactory academic progress. Funded graduate research and teaching support positions require full-...
	G. COMMENCEMENT AND DIPLOMAS [Jump back to TOC]
	The Wyant College of Optical Sciences holds two Pre-Commencement Celebrations, a small celebration in December, and the main celebration in May prior to the UA commencement ceremony. Invitations and information are emailed to anticipated graduates aro...
	Diplomas are not distributed at commencement. Diplomas are ordered individually for each student after the final degree audit of their academic record is completed. You should receive your diploma about four weeks after the Pre-Commencement Celebratio...
	If you complete degree requirements early in the semester and need to provide proof of your degree, please make a request to the Degree Counselor at the Graduate College.
	H. COMMUNICATION AND CONTACT INFORMATION [Jump back to TOC]
	The primary means of communication with students is email. Your @arizona.edu email address serves as your official UA email address and is your means of receiving official UA correspondence.   You can forward the correspondence received at this addres...
	Each on-campus OSC student will be assigned a shared mailbox in the Meinel Building. The mailroom is located on the fourth floor in Room 426.
	It is your responsibility to promptly submit new contact information (email address, mailing address, campus location, telephone number) to the Academic Programs office. You will also need to update any change in contact information in UAccess Student.
	I. CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT [Jump back to TOC]
	Doctoral students finishing in the summer who have maintained continuous enrollment and completed all other degree requirements as well as the 18 units of dissertation may defend in the summer without enrolling or registering. Students should verify e...
	J. CUBICLES [Jump back to TOC]
	Graduate student cubicle are assigned for one year at a time at the beginning of each fall semester, after email notice from OSC Academic Programs staff to all graduate students inviting requests for cubicle space.  The assignment of cubicle space is ...
	K. GRADES AND GPA [Jump back to TOC]
	Unless the student's faculty advisor approves one C-graded course per M.S. degree and/or Ph.D. degree, only grades of A or B are accepted toward degree requirements. Prior to graduation, students may repeat — only once — a graduate-level course in whi...
	Graduate students must maintain a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or above for all UA graduate coursework completed after the awarding of their undergraduate degree. Students who have a cumulative GPA less than 3.0 will be placed on academic probation. Probatio...
	OSC Recommended Grading Scale for Graduate Classes:
	The Graduate College Thesis and Dissertation Tuition Scholarships are for non-resident students who are within two years of completing their degree and only working on their thesis or dissertation.  The scholarship reduces tuition to the resident tuit...
	Students must be enrolled for 1 to 6 units of 900-level units only for the term of the award and must have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher. To be considered for a tuition scholarship, contact the Graduate Advisor in the Academic Programs office; stu...
	M. IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENT AND HEALTH INSURANCE [Jump back to TOC]
	Note: Graduate students finishing in May who enroll in the spring-semester health insurance are covered through mid-August.
	N. INCOMPLETE GRADES [Jump back to TOC]
	The Wyant College of Optical Sciences adheres to the University of Arizona's Incomplete policy:
	Additional guidance:
	• Students must work with the instructor to discuss the opportunity to receive an Incomplete grade before the end of class. The awarding of an Incomplete is not automatic.
	• The grade of I is not to be awarded in place of a failing grade or when the student is expected to repeat the course; in such cases, a grade other than I must be assigned.
	• If the incomplete grade is not removed by the instructor within one year, the I grade will revert to a failing grade unless a Petition for Extension of Coursework for an Incomplete Course form is initiated and approved.
	o The one-year period starts on the last day of final exams of the term when the student was enrolled in the course. After the course work is completed, the instructor will assign the appropriate grade. The new grade will be included in the calculatio...
	o The guidelines for extension for Undergraduate and Graduate students and the instructions for requesting an extension can be found on the Office of the Registrar website.
	The Wyant College of Optical Sciences suggests the following additional items for instructors and students to consider when determining whether or not to submit or accept an incomplete grade for a course:
	• The UA rules regarding incomplete grades that must be read and understood by the student and the instructor.  In particular, the student and instructor must both understand, and are suggested to have established in writing, the conditions for comple...
	• The presence of "extenuating circumstances" should be taken seriously.  Such examples would be if the student falls seriously ill, is in an accident, or has a family emergency during the semester, either near the end of the course and is unable to c...
	• The instructor should consistently apply their criteria for submitting an incomplete to all students in the class.  If many students all fall seriously ill at the end of the semester, for example, and cannot take the final exam, the instructor shoul...
	• A grade of incomplete will typically not be used in cases where a student would simply like additional time to complete coursework such as extra time to prepare for the final exam. The instructor should keep in mind that if however such a request is...
	• In instances where a grade of incomplete is submitted for a student, and the student does not submit all graded course materials or does not take one or more exams for the course, the instructor may insist that the student take the exams or complete...
	• While certain circumstances such as serious illness, accident, or family emergency may be examples of when an incomplete grade may be submitted at the discretion of the instructor, consistent with university policy, many other cases may be more ambi...
	• Special considerations regarding Incompletes for Non-degree Seeking Graduate Students enrolled in OPTI courses:  It is the policy of the Wyant College of Optical Sciences that non-degree seeking students must obtain instructor permission to enroll i...
	O. INDEPENDENT STUDY: OPTI 599 [Jump back to TOC]
	OPTI 599: Independent Study units must meet Graduate College policy and be approved by the Associate Dean for Graduate Academic Affairs. Before enrolling in OPTI 599, you must complete an independent study proposal form and submit it to the Academic P...
	P. JOB SEARCHES AND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES [Jump back to TOC]
	Employment opportunities may be announced in the OSC weekly newsletter, Watts Up! See also the employment section of the OSC website.
	R. LEAVE OF ABSENCE [Jump back to TOC]
	S. PLAN OF STUDY: OSC REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS [Jump back to TOC]
	T. PLAN OF STUDY: NON-OSC COURSES, TRANSFER COURSES [Jump back to TOC]
	Pre-approved Ethics courses
	Transfer Credit from Other Universities
	Transfer Credit from Other University of Arizona Graduate Programs

	U. PROGRAM WITHDRAWAL [Jump back to TOC]
	A student who elects to withdraw from the University by dropping all classes after having paid registration fees must initiate such a procedure by contacting the Dean of Student's Office. A withdrawal may not be initiated after the last day of classes...
	V. TEACHING ASSISTANT POLICY [Jump back to TOC]
	To obtain a position as a teaching assistant (TA), a student must enter their name, email address, and preferred course(s) to the Academic Programs office when the call goes out via email each semester for TA positions that are available the following...
	All students are limited to a total of 1.0 FTE in teaching appointments during their academic career. Ph.D. students are allowed to TA courses up to this limit automatically, subject to additional requirements below and discussed elsewhere in the Hand...
	• After 6 full years (a total of 12 full-time semesters) in the Ph.D. program, Ph.D. students are no longer guaranteed TA support even when meeting all other conditions for TA support.  However, they are still prioritized for TA support over M.S stude...
	• After 7 full years (a total of 14 full-time semesters) in the Ph.D. program, Ph.D. students are no longer prioritized for TA positions.
	• Students who have been in the Ph.D. program for 8 years or longer, regardless of the number of semesters of full-time status or leaves of absence, will no longer be permitted to hold TA positions.  Such students are expected to conclude their Ph.D. ...
	• A Ph.D. student who leaves a research group and/or an RA-funded position, whether voluntary or otherwise, will only be permitted to hold a TA position for a maximum of one semester if the student is actively searching for a new advisor who will be a...
	• A Ph.D. student who is on academic probation and/or notified that they are not making satisfactory academic progress, whether imposed by the Graduate College or Optical Sciences, is not permitted to hold a TA position for a semester in which they ar...
	• Exceptions to the above situations will be considered for unusual circumstances, such as an advisor leaving the university,
	W. TRANSFER COURSES [Jump back to TOC]
	Approved courses for transfer are listed in the transfer section on the plan of study. Official English-language transcripts for all transfer courses must be submitted in GradPath to Graduate Student Academic Services during the first semester of the ...
	X. TIME TO DEGREE COMPLETION [Jump back to TOC]
	Per Graduate College rules, Ph.D. students are allowed 5 years after passing the comprehensive exams to complete their degree without re-taking the comprehensive exam.  M.S. students whose coursework is over 6 years old may need to take additional cou...
	Optical Sciences applies additional restrictions on the time to degree completion:
	• In addition to the time limit imposed by the Graduate College, Optical Sciences places a default time limit of 10 total calendar years for a Ph.D. student to remain in the Ph.D. program, beginning with the first semester as a Ph.D. student, regardle...
	• M.S. students who must exceed the time limits specified by the Graduate College must submit a program extension petition in GradPath to the Graduate College.  It is not uncommon for students obtaining their M.S. degrees remotely though Arizona Onlin...
	Y. UACCESS STUDENT [Jump back to TOC]
	UAccess Student is a password-protected service that allows you to access your personal information and student account balance. You will need your NetID and PIN. Your PIN on your official University of Arizona Certificate of Admissions. If you lose y...
	It is important you verify your student account information before the payment deadline each semester and each time you change your course schedule. Your account balance must be paid in full by the payment deadline date each semester in order to avoid...
	Z. WIRELESS INTERNET ACCESS [Jump back to TOC]
	To join the UA wireless network, you have three options, described at the webpage of the OSC Technology Management Group.
	III.   PHD IN OPTICAL SCIENCES [Jump back to TOC]
	A.  TIMELINE FOR COMPLETION OF PHD DEGREE REQUIREMENTS [Jump back to TOC]
	• assisting with an ongoing research project
	• creating and working on their own research project under their supervisor’s guidance or the guidance of another mentor (such as a more senior graduate student)
	• choosing rotations through multiple research groups (in which case multiple single-credit research courses with different supervisors must be taken in a single semester).  For a research rotation option, students would register for a single credit w...
	• theoretical or computational investigation into fundamental aspects of science and engineering that underlie specific research areas or specific projects.
	• attending group meetings and reading and discussion research papers to learn more about a research area.
	In all cases, the student and supervisor must agree upon the research-related tasks to be accomplished during the semester, the expected time commitment, and the basis for determining the letter grade.  The student and advisor must describe these aspe...
	• Core Course Requirements include 7 or 8 courses across two course categories, and include those taken in preparation for the Qualifying Exams (OPTI 501, 502, 505R and EITHER 511R OR 570 & 544 & 541A).  See Sections VIII.A and VIII.B for a list of Ph...
	• Minimum 2 Lab courses (most are 1 unit each).  All students must include at least two optics laboratory courses as part of their academic plan. See Section II.Q for additional details and Section VIII.F for a list of laboratory courses.
	• 9-12 units in Minor Area (as determined by the Minor department, which may be Optics).
	• Additional courses that complete the total number of coursework units needed to graduate.  Dissertation units do not count as coursework units.  900, 909, and 910 units are not permitted on a Ph.D. plan of study.
	• 18 units of OPTI 920: Dissertation.  Students whose Ph.D. advisor is outside of Optical Sciences must enroll under OPTI 920, not under another department name.  If necessary, the Optical Sciences Graduate Advisor can create a section number for a Ph...
	• Maximum of 6 units of OPTI 792: Directed Research
	• Maximum of 9 units total of “non-technical” courses, including OPTI 599: Independent Study units (maximum of 6); OPTI 597B: Technical Writing; OPTI 595A: Current Subjects in Optics (Colloquium); OPTI 589: Outreach; and approved ethics, business, and...
	• Transfer Units.  Ph.D. students can transfer in up to 30 units towards their degree completion according to Graduate College policy, although only in exceptional circumstances will approval be given for a student to use more than 18 units on a Plan ...
	Minor Area Requirement

	Ph.D. students may include up to 6 units of OPTI 792: Directed Introductory Graduate Research taken during the first year of the Optical Sciences Ph.D. program.
	Ethics Courses

	University of Arizona graduate-level ethics courses may count toward the Ph.D. in Optical Sciences programs at the Wyant College of Optical Sciences, with approval from the Associate Dean for Graduate Academic Affairs.  See Section II.T: PLAN OF STUDY...
	Transfer Credit from Other Institutions

	Timing of Qualifying Exams [Jump back to TOC]
	Exam Format [Jump back to TOC]
	F. ADVANCING TO PHD CANDIDACY [Jump back to TOC]
	In order to advance to candidacy, Ph.D. students must:
	• complete all coursework in their approved Plan of Study;
	• maintain good academic standing with the University of Arizona;
	• complete and pass the Comprehensive Exams, and
	• complete at least two years in the Optical Sciences Ph.D. program.
	Ph.D. students also have the option of receiving the M.S. degree in Optical Sciences by completing a one-page form after completing their Comprehensive Exam.  Students interested in this option should meet with the Graduate Advisor to discuss, since t...
	Upon completion of 32 units of coursework, students are eligible for the rank of Graduate Research Associate, which can be attained after the Comprehensive Exam is passed.  The Comprehensive Exam may be taken during the semester in which a student is ...
	54-Unit and C-Grade Waiver Request [Jump back to TOC]
	The requirements for the Ph.D. degree include a total of 54 units of graduate-level coursework, or a reduction to at least 45 units with the submission and faculty advisor approval of a 54-Unit and C-Grade Waiver Request, plus 18 units of OPTI 920: Di...
	Submitting the Ph.D. Plan of Study [Jump back to TOC]
	Working together with their Ph.D. advisor, all doctoral students in the Wyant College of Optical Sciences are required to file a Ph.D. Plan of Study in GradPath upon completion of the qualifying exam. This plan specifies the balance between course wor...
	The requirements for the plan of study include a minimum of 18 dissertation units, plus a total of 54 units of graduate-level coursework beyond the bachelor’s degree. However, this number may be reduced to 45 units of coursework with the submission an...
	A Ph.D. Plan of Study must include the following, among the total units required:
	Once the Ph.D. Plan of Study is submitted in GradPath, the Graduate Advisor will check to make sure that the plan of study follows all requirements.  The plan is then sent to the faculty advisor and then the Associate Dean for Graduate Academic Affair...
	Written Comprehensive Exam [Jump back to TOC]
	The Comprehensive Examination, which consists of a written report and an oral presentation/exam, is intended to test the student’s general fundamental knowledge of the fields of the major and minor subjects of study, particularly with respect to the s...
	The guidelines below are supplemental to, and in accordance with, the procedures established by the Graduate College. Deviations shall be made only in special cases where the Associate Dean for Graduate Academic Affairs deems appropriate.
	a. Timing of Comprehensive Exam
	[Jump back to TOC]
	Doctoral students must complete their comprehensive exam by the end of the academic year that follows the academic year in which the qualifying exam is passed.   For example, most Ph.D. students will take the Qualifying Exam in the week before the sta...
	Students must also submit comprehensive exam committee request forms by the date specified in the email message that they receive from the Graduate Advisor following their passing of the qualifying exam, which notifies the student of comprehensive exa...
	Students who passed their qualifying exam prior to Fall 2021 must adhere to a modified comprehensive exam timing structure and due dates that have been provided in email messages, but consequences for not adhering to their comprehensive exam due dates...
	In order to be eligible to complete the comprehensive exam, students must have:
	Doctoral students who have maintained continuous enrollment and are completing the Comprehensive Exam during the summer do not need to register for that summer semester.  However, most Comprehensive Exam committees will not agree to meet in the summer...
	b. Comprehensive Exam Committee
	[Jump back to TOC]
	c. Written Exam Format and Guidelines
	[Jump back to TOC]

	Doctoral students must be enrolled each fall and spring semester for a minimum of 1 graduate unit, from original matriculation until all course and dissertation requirements (including submission of the dissertation to the Graduate College) are met.  ...
	Important Deadlines: Students should check the Graduate College’s Important Dates and Deadlines website for 2 important deadlines pertinent to their final oral defense:
	Students must complete the following steps prior to their defense:
	1. Provide each dissertation committee member with a near-complete draft of the dissertation at least 3 weeks prior to the exam, or according to when requested by the dissertation committee member.
	2. Submit the Dissertation Committee Appointment Form in GradPath.
	3. Consult with dissertation committee members to schedule a date and time for your dissertation defense. Students should schedule their defense, planning for sufficient time to complete revisions in time for the submission deadline for the semester.
	4. The Graduate Advisor can assist in scheduling a room for the defense.  Conference rooms are equipped with audiovisual equipment. Please be sure to confirm the conference room has everything you need for your final oral exam.
	5. Once the defense is scheduled, submit the Announcement of Final Oral Defense form in GradPath.  This form should be submitted far enough in advance of the examination that all approvers can grant their approval in time for the form to reach the Gra...
	6. After submitting the Announcement of Final Oral Defense, students should email a short abstract (1-3 paragraphs long) describing their dissertation topic to the Graduate Advisor. The Graduate Advisor will include the abstract in the OSC Campus anno...
	7. Prior to the defense, print (in color) the Dissertation Approval page; templates are available on the Graduate College website. Bring the approval page to the defense.
	8. The Graduate College maintains instructions for the final oral exam.   These should be reviewed before the final oral exam.
	9. If refreshments (optional) are provided during the final oral exams, the student is responsible for cleaning up the reserved room following the exam. Coffee-making supplies may be provided or coordinated by the Academic Programs office upon request...
	The final oral defense may not exceed 3 hours in duration.  Members of the committee must be present for the entire examination, in person or virtually through a network communications connection.
	The defense is generally conducted in the following sequence:
	• A public portion where the candidate presents a summary of the research conducted to a general audience, followed by a brief public question and answer session.
	• After the public portion has concluded, the audience will be dismissed and the defense committee will convene with the candidate for a private defense of the research conclusions and dissertation.
	• The committee members may then excuse the candidate from the room to evaluate the candidate’s performance and confer on the result.  The following results are possible:
	o Pass with no revisions;
	o Pass with revisions;
	o Fail.
	• If the result is “Pass with no revisions,” all of the committee members should sign the printed Doctoral Approval page, with the Ph.D. Advisor signing both the upper and lower sections of the approval page.
	• If the result is “Pass with revisions,” all of the committee members should sign the upper portion of the printed Doctoral Approval page.  The lower portion should be signed by the Ph.D. Advisor once all of the revisions have been completed.
	• At the conclusion of the defense, the Ph.D. Advisor will report the outcome of the student’s defense on behalf  of the entire committee by submitting the Results of Final Oral Defense form in GradPath.
	Once all of the revisions to the dissertation have been approved, students must scan their signed Doctoral Approval page and insert it as page 2 of their dissertation, retaining the original for  their own records.
	Students will need to complete electronic submission of the dissertation to ProQuest.  The Graduate College will conduct a format check after the initial submission of the dissertation to ProQuest. As such, students are encouraged to submit their diss...
	After the dissertation has been submitted, students should complete the Survey of Earned Doctorates and the Graduate College Exit Survey, as described on the Dissertation Checklist.
	In order to post the dissertation in an open access repository, you will also need to complete the Graduate College's distribution rights form, which is then submitted to Graduate Student Academic Services in Admin 316.
	The last step before leaving the College of Optical Sciences is to fill out the OSC Exit Survey.
	IV. RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILTIES OF PH.D. STUDENTS FOR MAINTAINING SATISFACTORY ACADMIC PROGRESS [Jump back to TOC]
	V.   M.S. PROGRAMS IN OPTICAL SCIENCES [Jump back to TOC]
	A grade of B or higher is required for all courses on the plan of study.  However, one C-graded course may be listed on the M.S. Plan of Study with if a C-Grade Waiver form approved by the student’s faculty advisor and the Associate Dean for Graduate ...
	The M.S. Plan of Study identifies the student’s advisor, identifies the coursework the student plans to complete toward their degree, and indicates the student’s intention to complete either a thesis, report, of the technical writing option.
	• M.S. Thesis Plan of Study should include 32 units of enrollment, including:
	• M.S. Report Plan of Study should include 35 units of enrollment (32 units for QISE), including:
	• Technical Writing Plan of Study should include 35 units of enrollment, including:
	Enrollment Requirements for Defense
	[Jump back to TOC]
	M.S. students must be enrolled each fall and spring semester for a minimum of 1 graduate unit, from original matriculation until all course and dissertation requirements (including submission of the dissertation to the Graduate College) are met.  Thus...
	Scheduling the Defense [Jump back to TOC]
	Students are responsible for working with their advisor and committee members to schedule their thesis/report defense or final oral exam for the Technical Writing track.   The final oral defense/exam typically lasts 2 hours.  Members of the committee ...
	Defense/Final Oral Exam Protocols [Jump back to TOC]
	Thesis Defense: A thesis defense is scheduled for a 2-hour block, but generally, the exam will last 1 – 1.5 hours, with students providing a presentation on their thesis that will typically last between 30 minutes and one hour, as determined by the st...
	M.S. Degree Conferral [Jump back to TOC]
	Thesis:  The M.S. degree is conferred only after the Graduate Advisor receives notification from the Graduate College that the thesis has been accepted for publication.  Therefore, after passing the defense, the student must submit the final, approved...
	The Graduate College will check the thesis to ensure that it meets formatting guidelines. Guidelines for formatting can be found on the Graduate College’s website at: https://grad.arizona.edu/gsas/dissertations-theses/dissertation-and-thesis-formattin...
	Report:  The M.S. degree is conferred only after the Graduate Advisor receives notification from the student’s advisor that all revisions have been satisfactorily completed.
	The student must also submit the final, approved version of the report (as a PDF file) to the Graduate Advisor.    Reports, like theses, must conform to the guidelines found on the Graduate College’s website at: https://grad.arizona.edu/gsas/dissertat...
	After the Graduate Advisor has received the final approved version of the M.S. Report, she/he will enter a Completion Confirmation in GradPath to initiate the process for conferral of the M.S. degree.
	Final Steps to Graduation [Jump back to TOC]
	Students should complete the following steps as they prepare to graduate:
	• Update their Diploma Mailing Address in UAccess Student Center;
	• Return any keys, books or equipment belonging to OSC to the Academic Programs Office;
	• Complete the following exit and clearance forms :     -    the College of Optical Sciences Exit Survey     -    the Graduate College Exit Survey
	VI.    Professional Graduate Certificate in Optical Sciences [Jump back to TOC]
	D.  Final Steps AFTER Graduation [Jump back to TOC]
	Students should complete the following steps as they prepare to graduate:
	• Update their Diploma Mailing Address in UAccess Student Center;
	• Return any keys, books or equipment belonging to OSC to the Academic Programs Office;
	• Complete the following exit and clearance forms :     -    the College of Optical Sciences Exit Survey     -    the Graduate College Exit Survey
	VII. Minor in Optical Sciences [Jump back to TOC]
	Minor Requirements (Ph.D. students Majoring in Other Disciplines)
	Ph.D. students majoring in other disciplines must complete 12 units of approved Wyant College of Optical Sciences coursework with a grade of B or higher. One Wyant College of Optical Sciences faculty member is required to serve on the student's oral c...
	Minor Requirements (Ph.D. students Majoring in Optical Sciences)

	VIII. TABLES AND LISTS OF COURSE REQUIREMENTS [Jump back to TOC]
	Group I:  Select 2 courses from the following (3 units each):
	Group II:  Select 1 course per numbered topics 1-6.
	• Students who take OPTI 511R will not need OPTI 541A (Topic 5)
	• Topic 6 will not appear on the Qualifying Exam




